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affectionate, and generous allies; and the same sort of parental affection on the one side and filial respect on the other might revive between Great Britain and her colonies which used to subsist between those of ancient Greece and the cities from which they descended/3
In spite, however, of its economic advantages, Adam Smith rejected this scheme of friendly separation as fantastical, and opposed to the fundamental notions of territorial sovereignty. But the actual separation of the greatest of the colonies took place as the result of war and without any provision for free trade ; indeed, one of the first ideals impressed on the new republic was that as a nation it must learn to be self-contained, must learn to manufacture and build great cities and not be content to remain a mere agricultural state, even if that were the shortest way to national wealth. This is the great argument of Alexander Hamilton, whose personality, achievements, and ideals have been restored to their proper place and setting in the world's history in the brilliant biography by Mr. F. S. Oliver.
And yet in spite of the dislocation by war in its origin, and of a speedy renewal of war when the republic sided with Napoleon against the mother country, in spite of the divergence of commercial interests and policies and of the more important division of opinion at the time of the great civil war, it is not too much to say that after nearly a century and a half of independence the people of the United States of America have much of the natural affection